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'This book is both a thorough summation of the state of basic income research today. 
It is a valuable book for students, scholars, and anyone interested in the issues of 
freedom and poverty.' Karl Widerquist, chair of the US section of BIEN (USBIG) 
 
Basic Income is a policy idea that could help us revolutionise the way we organise 
society. Implemented properly, it has the potential to make society more just and 
equal for everyone. This book is the first proper guide to basic income -- what it is, 
how we can organise it, and how it can benefit everyone, rich and poor alike. 
Basic Income is simply the idea that everyone in a given society has a right to a 
minimal income. This is received from the state and paid for by taxation. Set at a 
subsistence level, it would take the place of unemployment and other benefits. 
Immediately there are some profound social changes: 
(i) Anyone has the option to opt out of employment at any time -- to care for the 
young or elderly, to undertake creative activities or voluntary work 
(ii) Those with few skills no longer have to choose between poor jobs with bad 
conditions or else lose their benefits. Employers offering McJobs will be forced to offer 
better terms. 
(iii) It becomes easier to take up work with irregular income (e.g. a lot of creative 
work) 
(iv) Money wasted by the state in means testing and tracing benefit fraud is saved 
The campaign in favour of basic income is growing and governments are beginning 
to take notice. This is a clear, concise guide to the principles and practicalities of this 
revolutionary idea. 
• An introduction to a revolutionary policy idea: A "Basic Income" for all citizens 
• Basic Income is growing in popularity. This is the first introduction to what it is 
and how it could work . 
• The system has already been successfully adopted in Alaska 
• Includes all you need to know, arguments for and against, affordability, etc. 
• Ideal for undergraduate economics students and all those who want to build a fairer 
world. 
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